
MINUTES OF THE FOWLER CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
OCTOBER 16, 2012 

 
 
Mayor Cardenas called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Councilmembers Present: Cardenas, Darling, Parra & Simonian 
 
City Staff Present: City Manager Elias, City Clerk Davis, Public Works Director 

Weisser, Finance Director Wong, Fire Chief Lopez, City 
Attorney Wolfe, Police Sergeant Miranda 

 
The Flag Salute and Pledge of Allegiance were followed by an invocation given by 
Councilmember Darling. Roll call was taken. There were no public presentations.   
 
BADGE PINNING CEREMONY - NEW VOLUNTEER FIREFIGHTER 
 
Fire Chief Lopez introduced newly appointed Volunteer Firefighter Erick Galarza to the 
Council.  A badge pinning ceremony followed. 
 
PRESENTATION: 2005 GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS GREENHOUSE GAS 
INVENTORY  
 
Fresno County Economic Development Corporation representative Kevin Smith 
presented a study, sponsored by P. G. & E., to determine ways to reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions and energy consumption in the City.  In 2005, a baseline usage 
calculation was set to provide information for future comparisons and monitoring.  The 
study contains information on conducting an emissions inventory and developing a 
reduction strategy. P. G. & E. representative Jeannette Ishii spoke of ways to assist 
local businesses with energy audits and incentive programs, and will meet with City staff 
to further discuss. 
 
ADJOURN TO SPECIAL MEETING 
 
The meeting adjourned to the City Council, Fowler Public Financing Authority and 
Fowler Successor Agency Special Joint Meeting at 7:30 p. m.  The regular Council 
meeting reconvened at 8:19 p. m.  
 
COMMUNICATIONS 
 
City Manager Elias mentioned the upcoming Lions Club Band Review on Saturday, 
October 20, 2012.  He asked that the November 6, 2012 meeting be canceled due to 
election day activities.  The consensus was to cancel the meeting. 
 
STAFF REPORTS:  
 
CITY MANAGER’S REPORT 
 
City Manager Elias said that staff is reviewing a site plan for a new business prospect to 
be located near 8th and Tuolumne Streets.  He noted that the developers of the Motel 6 



project have inquired about the possibility of moving the building to the back of the site. 
   
PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
 
¬	 Reject Bids - 2012 Street Maintenance Project 
 
Public Works Director Weisser stated that only one valid bid was received from a recent 
bid opening for the 2012 Street Maintenance Project.  The City Engineer recommends 
rejecting the bid and re-advertising the project, to allow time for better bid participation 
from contractors. Construction will be scheduled for early spring, when the cost of 
materials is anticipated to be lower. 
 
Councilmember Simonian made a motion, seconded by Mayor Cardenas, to reject the 
bids for the 2012 Street Maintenance Project.  The motion carried on a 3-1-0 voice vote: 
Ayes: Cardenas, Simonian and Darling.  Noes: Parra.  Abstain/Absent: None. 
 
FINANCE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

 
¬	 Financial Summary: Fiscal Year 2011-2012 

 
Finance Director Wong gave a financial report for Fiscal Year 2011-2012.  General 
Fund revenues came in at 94 percent, and expenditures came in at 91 percent, of 
budget. Sales tax revenue totaled $886,981, which was much higher than expected, as 
only $680,000 was budgeted. Utility Users Tax revenue was 17 percent less than what 
was received the prior year.  He showed a breakdown of expenditures from the fund for 
police, fire and recreation, totaling $296,359 for the period.  
 

¬	 Financial Summary: July - September 2012 
 

Finance Director Wong gave a financial overview for July - September 2012.  Sales tax 
revenue to date totaled $210,784.  At the end of the quarter, General Fund revenues 
were at 19.39 percent, and expenditures were at 26.35 percent. 
 
POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT 
 
Sergeant Miranda gave a statistical report for September 2012, with a total of 106 cases 
for the month.  Also, an internet based crime mapping program is now available for 
citizens to go online to view reported crimes in the City. 
 
FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT 
 
Fire Chief Lopez gave a report of emergency calls for September 2012.  There were 3 
fire and 42 medical aid calls.  
 
CITY ATTORNEY’S REPORT 
 
City Attorney Wolfe stated that he’s working with the City Clerk to schedule a mandatory 
biennial ethics training session for City officials.  
 
CONSENT CALENDAR 



 
The Consent Calendar consisted of: A) Ratification of Warrants - October 16, 2012; B) 
Approve Minutes of the City Council Meeting - October 2, 2012; C) Adoption of 
Resolution No. 2262, “A Resolution of the City Council of the City of Fowler 
Incorporating by Reference the Provisions of Title 2, California Code of Regulations, 
Section 18730, as its Conflict of Interest Code for Designated Employees of the City of 
Fowler and the City of Fowler Acting as Successor Agency to the Fowler 
Redevelopment Agency”;  D) Adoption of Resolution No.2263, “A Resolution of the City 
Council of the City of Fowler Approving San Joaquin Valley Unified Air Pollution Control 
District Cordless Zero-emission Commercial Lawn and Garden Equipment 
Demonstration Program Agreement No. C-20706-A”; and E) Adoption of Resolution No. 
2264, “A Resolution of the City Council of the City of Fowler, County of Fresno, State of 
California in the Matter Of: Approving the Department of Forestry and Fire Protection 
Agreement #7FG12105.”  
 
Councilmember Simonian made a motion, seconded by Mayor Pro-Tem Parra, to 
approve the Consent Calendar.  The motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Mayor Cardenas reported that he worked at Consolidated Mosquito Abatement District’s 
booth at the Big Fresno Fair, and received many questions regarding the West Nile 
Virus.  Mayor Pro-Tem Parra attended a recent S.S.J.V. League of California Cities 
division meeting in Tulare.  Councilmember Darling commended the Fowler Chamber 
and others for their work on Fowler’s agricultural display at the Big Fresno Fair.  He 
mentioned arrangements for the upcoming Veteran’s Day ceremony at the Fowler 
Veterans Monument. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Having no further business, Mayor Pro-Tem Parra made a motion, seconded by 
Councilmember Darling, to adjourn. The motion carried and the meeting adjourned at 
9:35 p. m. 


