
MINUTES OF THE FOWLER CITY COUNCIL SPECIAL MEETING 
JANUARY 8, 2013 

 
 
Mayor Cardenas called the meeting to order at 6:01 p. m.   
 
Councilmembers Present:  Cardenas, Hammer, Monis, Parra & Simonian 
 
City Staff Present:  City Manager Elias, City Clerk Davis, Finance Director 
Wong,  Public Works Director Weisser, Police Chief Brand, City Attorney Wolfe, Fire 
Chief Lopez, Planning Consultant O’Neal  
 
The Flag Salute and Pledge of Allegiance were followed by an invocation given by 
Pastor Rod Haro. Roll call was taken. There were no public presentations.  
 
WORKSHOP: CONDITIONAL USE PERMITS FOR PROJECT APPROVALS 
 
Planning Consultant O’Neal gave an overview of the land development process, to 
determine whether the Council wishes to implement greater use of the Conditional Use 
Permit (CUP) process for project approvals.  The Fowler General Plan establishes 
policy on land use, and the Zoning Ordinance divides the City into zones in which 
various uses are permitted, including those requiring a CUP.  Auto body shops, 
establishments that sell alcohol, and convenience store/gas stations are an example of 
uses requiring a CUP, and the process requires a public hearing and approval by the 
Planning Commission.  There are no cities in California that require a CUP for all land 
uses. Other types of land uses are allowed by right, such as single family homes within 
the R-1 district, and supermarkets within the C-2 district. Administrative review is 
another process for uses such as garage conversions, and public buildings in 
commercial zones.  These are approved by the Planning Director after consultation with 
the City Manager.  
 
Mr. O’Neal showed a list of uses that are permitted by right or administrative review that 
could be moved to the CUP list, including: single family homes, nursing homes, factory 
outlet stores, hotels and motels, veterinarian offices, and trucking terminals.  Other 
options for more control of the development process could include requiring that all site 
plans be approved by the  Planning Commission, and that all CUP uses be subject to 
Council approval.  He noted that the CUP process is more costly and time consuming, 
at a time when streamlining is being encouraged by most agencies to help spur 
economic development.   
 
The consensus was for staff to bring back a moderate list of expanded uses that would 
require a CUP, along with options for the notification and public participation process, 
for the Council’s consideration.   
 
COMMUNICATIONS 
 



City Manager Elias mentioned an invitation from Assemblymember Henry T. Perea to 
attend an informational briefing on electricity rates in the Central Valley. 
 
STAFF REPORTS: 
 
¬	 One-year Review of Conditional Use Permit (CUP) No. 11-04  
 
Planning Consultant O’Neal gave information on the review of CUP No. 11-04 (Rosa 
Espinoza-Vallejo) for alcohol sales for a restaurant located at 106A E. Merced Street.  
The one-year review condition was added to ensure compliance with requirements, due 
to issues that arose when the CUP was being considered. City staff has verified that all 
CUP conditions have been met, with the exception of a requirement that the owner and 
managers attend a business management training course and provide current contact 
information to the City. 
 
It was discussed that the restaurant is operating well and no problems have been 
reported.  Mayor Pro-Tem Parra made a motion to strike the business management 
course requirement, seconded by Councilmember Monis. The motion carried by 
unanimous voice vote.  Edgar Juarez, a representative of the restaurant, affirmed that 
current manager contact information will be provided to the City.  

 
CITY MANAGER’S REPORT 
 
¬	 Request for Financial Support from Fowler Redcat Baseball Boosters for a 

New Scoreboard 
 
Mark Stockwell and Fred Valle, representing Fowler Redcat Baseball Boosters, asked 
the City for financial support for a needed new scoreboard at the Fowler High School 
field, as it is used for many games and tournaments in the community.  The Boosters 
have already raised most of the funds, but need $8,000 to complete the project.  City 
Manager Elias stated that the Recreation portion of Utility Users Tax funds could be 
used to fund the gap. 
 
Councilmember Simonian made a motion, seconded by Mayor Pro-Tem Parra, to 
provide support to the Fowler Redcat Baseball Boosters in the amount of $8,000 for a 
new scoreboard.  The motion carried by unanimous voice vote.  
 
¬	 Appoint Representative and Alternate to the San Joaquin Valley Air 

Pollution Control District (SJVAPCD) Special City Selection Committee 
 
City Manager Elias said that SJVAPCD has scheduled an upcoming meeting of the 
Special City Selection Committee, which is comprised of representatives of Valley cities 
that meet periodically to appoint individuals to serve on the SJVAPCD Governing Board.  
The Council must confirm a representative and alternate for the Committee.   
 
Mayor Pro-Tem Parra made a motion to appoint Councilmember Hammer as the 



representative and Councilmember Simonian as the alternate to the Special City 
Selection Committee.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Monis, and carried 
by unanimous voice vote. 
 
 
 
 
¬	 Discussion: Forming a Joint Committee with Fowler Unified School District 

(FUSD) to Develop and Prioritize Recreational Facilities  
 

City Manager Elias recently met with FUSD Superintendent Eric Cederquist to discuss 
the growing need for recreational facilities in the City.  The consensus was that it would 
be beneficial to form a committee to discuss and prioritize the funding and construction 
of new facilities, and maintenance of current facilities.  The committee would include two 
members of the City Council and School Board along with staff members from both 
agencies, who would meet periodically and bring recommendations back to their 
respective bodies. 
 
After a discussion, the consensus was that Councilmember Hammer and Mayor Pro-
Tem Parra will be the City Council representatives for the committee. 
 
PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
 
Public Works Director Weisser reported that the City will be receiving a new battery 
powered riding lawnmower, with the assistance of  grant funding.  Staff has been busy 
replacing a water line in an alley behind Jocy’s restaurant. 
    
FINANCE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
 
¬	 Financial Summary: July - December 2012 

 
Finance Director Wong gave a budget summary for July through December 2012.  At 
the six month point in the fiscal year, General Fund revenues were at 39 percent, and 
expenditures at 52 percent.  Property tax, a major revenue, is due to be received 
shortly.  He said that sales tax and Utility Users Tax revenues are beginning to match 
what was received before the recession.  

 
POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT 
 
Chief Brand gave a statistical report for 2012, noting that 1,142 case numbers were 
issued. A majority of the cases were incidents and infractions.  Also, the police officers 
are in the process of testing a new online crime reporting system. 
       
FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT 
 
Fire Chief Lopez gave a report of emergency calls for 2012, totaling 751, and showed  a 



comparison of totals for the past four years.  Seventy percent of calls in 2012 were for 
medical emergencies.  
 
CITY ATTORNEY'S REPORT 
 
¬	 Brown Act Review and Update 
 
City Attorney Wolfe gave a brief overview of the Brown Act, which governs open 
meeting laws.  He mentioned that recent legislation was passed that provides a remedy 
to cities if they are served with legal action for alleged Brown Act violations. 
 
CONSENT CALENDAR 
 
The Consent Calendar consisted of:  A) Ratification of Warrants - January 8, 2013; B) 
Approve Minutes of the Fowler City Council Meeting - December 18, 2012; and C) 
Adoption of Resolution No. 2266-A, “A Resolution of the City Council of the City of 
Fowler, County of Fresno, State of California, Rescinding Resolution No. 2266 and 
Approving the Applicant to Apply for All Calrecycle Grants for Which the City of Fowler 
Is Eligible.” Mayor Pro-Tem Parra made a motion, seconded by Councilmember 
Simonian, to approve the Consent Calendar.  The motion carried by unanimous voice 
vote.  
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Mayor Pro-Tem Parra mentioned that he has been appointed to the Board of Directors 
for the Fresno County Economic Opportunities Commission. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Mayor Pro-Tem Parra made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Simonian, to 
adjourn.  The motion carried, and the meeting adjourned at 8:36 p. m.  


