
MINUTES OF THE FOWLER CITY COUNCIL 
FOWLER PUBLIC FINANCING AUTHORITY AND  

FOWLER SUCCESSOR AGENCY  SPECIAL JOINT MEETING 
JUNE 10, 2014 

 
 
Mayor/Chairman Cardenas called the meeting to order at 6:04 p. m.  Roll call was taken. 
 
Councilmembers/Directors Present: Cardenas, Parra, Hammer, Monis & Simonian  
 
City/PFA/SA Staff Present:  City Manager/Executive Director Elias, City 

Clerk/Secretary Davis, Finance Director/Treasurer Wong, 
Public Works Director Weisser, Police Chief Brand, Fire Chief 
Lopez, City Attorney Wolfe   

 
There were no public presentations. 
 
DISCUSSION: FISCAL YEAR 2014-15 BUDGET 
 
Finance Director/Treasurer Wong explained the proposed budget for Fiscal Year 2014-
15.  The budget includes a new Public Works Lead Supervisor position that will be filled 
by current public works employee Manuel Lopez; a 1.5 percent COLA; funding for an 
administrative assistant position that has been vacant, and changing the Senior Citizens 
Coordinator position from a 30 hour per week position to 40 hours. Another change is that 
garbage and recycling services are no longer in the budget, as the billing and collection 
will be transferred to Waste Management as of July 1, 2014.  He explained the debt 
service obligations for the Fowler Public Financing Authority, noting that the debt service 
for Public Improvements is now retired.   
 
The estimated General Fund revenues for the fiscal year totaled $3,000,700, and adding 
the July 1, 2014 fund balance and transfers-in from other funds, brought the total 
resources available to $3,577,039. He stated that the revenues were budgeted 
conservatively and will more than likely exceed estimates.  With appropriations of 
$3,632,016, and a reserve of $125,000 for contingencies, the fund balance for June 30, 
2015 is estimated to be $15,023. 
 
The Council discussed the budget. Mayor Pro-Tem Parra suggested increasing the 
proposed 1.5 percent COLA to 2 percent, and the consensus of the Council was to make 
the change. There were questions on a few appropriations that Finance Director Wong 
will check into. The budget will be brought back for final adoption at the next meeting.   
 
CONSIDER AND APPROVE AGREEMENT AND CONSENT - LOZANO SMITH: 2008 
CALGRIP GRANT FUND CLAIM DISTRIBUTION 
 
City Attorney Wolfe explained that the City applied for and received a CalGrip grant in 
conjunction with several other cities, for Police Department participation in the MAGEC 
gang enforcement program.  There are questions on the amount of grant funds due to the 
City, and another involved city, Sanger, asked for the Lozano Smith firm to look into the 



matter. Since Lozano Smith represents both cities, an agreement and consent is needed 
for that purpose. 
 
Councilmember Hammer made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Monis, to approve 
the Agreement and Consent with Lozano Smith.  The motion carried by unanimous voice: 
Ayes: Cardenas, Parra, Hammer, Monis, & Simonian.  Noes: None. Abstain/Absent: 
None. 
 
CLOSED SESSION 
 
The meeting was adjourned to a closed session at 7:37 p. m. to discuss, pursuant to 
Government Code Section 54956.9 Conference with Legal Counsel – Anticipated 
Litigation: Significant Exposure to Litigation pursuant to Paragraph (2) or (3) of 
Subdivision (d) of Section 54956.9: 1 case (January 11, 2013 letter from Waste 
Management regarding billing dispute and demand for payment).  The meeting 
reconvened to open session at 8:02 p.m. with no reportable action taken. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Councilmember/Director Simonian made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Mayor Pro-
Tem/Vice-Chairman Parra. The motion carried and the meeting adjourned at 8:03 p. m.  


