
MINUTES OF THE FOWLER CITY COUNCIL MEETING  
APRIL 21, 2015 

 
Mayor Cardenas called the meeting to order at 7:01 p. m.   
 
Councilmembers Present: Cardenas Parra, Hammer, Monis, & Simonian 
 
City Staff Present:  City Manager Elias, Finance Director Wong, City Attorney Wolfe, 
Public Works Director Weisser, Administrative Assistant Mukai, Police Chief Brand, Fire 
Chief Lopez 
 
The Flag Salute and Pledge of Allegiance were followed by an invocation given by 
Mayor Cardenas. Roll call was taken.   
 
PUBLIC PRESENTATIONS 
 
Fowler resident Murray McManus stated that he was pleased with the new Dollar 
General store in town. He spoke of a problem with pigeons that has recently recurred in 
his neighborhood. 
 
COMMUNICATIONS 
 
City Manager Elias mentioned that the Annual Mayor’s Breakfast is scheduled for 
Friday, May 22, 2015 at the Vineyard Worship Center.  The SSJV Division of the 
League of California Cities is holding a Citipak golf tournament on May 29, 2015. 
 
STAFF REPORTS: 
 
CITY MANAGER’S REPORT 
 

￢ Discussion: Governor’s Statewide Mandatory Water Restrictions  
 

City Manager Elias gave information on the State Water Resources Control Board’s 
draft regulations for water conservation, pursuant to the Governor’s Executive Order. 
Some of the regulations are related to the size of water systems and the public served, 
and Fowler is considered a small system water supplier. As such, the City can either 
limit the number of days that outdoor watering is allowed to no more than two days per 
week or reduce the total potable water production by 25 percent as compared to 2013.  
Heavy fines will be assessed for non-compliance. 
 
Public Works Director Weisser recommended adopting the two day watering schedule 
alternative rather than attempting to meet a 25 percent reduction, as figures show only a 
10 percent reduction after the City implemented a three day watering schedule last 
year.  The State will require a compliance report in December 2015 showing the number 
of days per week outdoor watering is allowed along with the City’s water production 
from June-November 2015, as compared to June-November 2013.   



City Attorney Wolfe recommended that an urgency ordinance and introduction of a 
regular ordinance with the new watering restrictions, that also calls for amending 
watering restrictions by resolution, be considered at the next meeting.  This will allow 
the flexibility of changing regulations more easily in the future, rather than going through 
the lengthy ordinance process. City Manager Elias said that once the new regulations 
are adopted, notice will be mailed out to all residents and properties. 

 
PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR’S REPORT  
 
￢ Animal Control Update  
 
City Manager Elias met with representatives of the Second Chance Animal Shelter in 
Selma, who are in favor of an agreement with the City to provide housing and care for 
stray dogs at a rate of $12,000 annually.  They are also in the process of calculating per 
call costs for service calls to pick up the City’s stray animals. 
 
FINANCE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
 

￢ Consider and Approve Budget Transfer/adjustment - P. G. & E. Street 
Lights 

 
Finance Director Wong explained that P. G. & E. provided $112,153 in funding to install 
LED bulbs on street light poles throughout the City.  The City must in turn, pay them 
back the same amount for doing the project.  A budget adjustment is needed to add it to 
the General Fund revenues and Public Works Street Maintenance expenditures.  
 
Mayor Pro-Tem Parra made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Simonian, to 
approve a budget transfer/adjustment in the amount of $112,153 for the P. G. & E. 
street lights.  The motion carried by unanimous voice vote: Ayes: Cardenas, Parra, 
Hammer, Monis, & Simonian. Noes: None. Abstain/Absent: None. 
 

￢ Financial Summary: July 2014 - March 2015 
 
Finance Director Wong gave a financial summary for the first nine months of the fiscal 
year with General Fund revenues at 76 percent, and expenditures at 81 percent, of 
budget.  He mentioned a new law that requires part time employees to accrue sick 
leave, effective July 1st.  He explained efforts made by staff to provide financial 
information to USDA to secure a loan for a new fire station.  
 
POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT 
 
Police Chief Brand said that the hiring of a new police officer is being finalized.  He is 
gathering information on video policing options, and he will be traveling to Sacramento 
to attend legislative briefings concerning public safety matters.   
 
FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT 
 
Chief Lopez gave a report of emergency calls for March 2015.  The firefighters recently 
attended training to learn new CPR methods. 



CITY ATTORNEY'S REPORT 
 
No report was given. 
 
CONSENT CALENDAR 
 
The Consent Calendar consisted of: A) Ratification of Warrants - April 21, 2015; B) 
Approve Minutes of the Fowler City Council Regular and Special Meetings - April 7, 
2015; and C) Adoption of Resolution No. 2315, “A Resolution of the City Council of the 
City of Fowler In Support of California Safe Digging Month.” Councilmember Monis 
made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Hammer, to approve the Consent 
Calendar. The motion carried by unanimous voice vote: Ayes: Cardenas, Parra, 
Hammer, Monis, & Simonian. Noes: None. Abstain/Absent: None. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Mayor Cardenas mentioned an upcoming “Relay for Life” American Cancer Society 
event in Kingsburg on April 24, 2015. He attended a Consolidated Mosquito Abatement 
District meeting where they discussed hiring a construction consultant for building their 
new district office. 
 
Mayor Pro-Tem Parra commented on the recent SSJV Division of the League of 
California Cities general meeting/legislative reception.  He reported on a recent “One 
Voice” trip to Washington, D.C. where the group lobbied for critical water needs. 
 
CLOSED SESSION 
 
The meeting was adjourned to a closed session at 8:35 p. m. to discuss: Pursuant to 
Government Code Section 54956.8 - Conference with Real Property Negotiators: 
Property: 1) A.P.N. 343-142-13, 2) A.P.N. 343-142-14.  Agency Negotiators: David 
Elias. Negotiating party: 1) Lee Johnson Trust; 2) Fowler Christian Church.  Under 
Negotiation: Price, terms; and Pursuant to Government Code Section 54957 - Public 
Employee Performance Evaluation - Title: City Manager. 
 
The meeting reconvened to open session at 9:07 p. m. with the following action taken: 
Mayor Pro-Tem Parra made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Monis, to approve 
the purchase of the property related to item 1) A.P.N. 343-142-13, Lee Johnson Trust, 
in the amount of $70,000.  The motion carried by unanimous voice vote: Ayes: 
Cardenas, Parra, Hammer, Monis, & Simonian. Noes: None. Abstain/Absent: None. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Having no further business, Councilmember Hammer made a motion, seconded by 
Mayor Pro-Tem Parra, to adjourn.  The motion carried and the meeting adjourned at 
9:08 p. m. 


