
MINUTES OF THE FOWLER CITY COUNCIL MEETING  
MAY 5, 2015 

 
 
Mayor Cardenas called the meeting to order at 7:01 p. m.   
 
Councilmembers Present: Cardenas Parra, Hammer, & Monis 
Councilmembers Absent: Simonian 
 
City Staff Present:  City Manager Elias, City Clerk Davis, City Attorney Wolfe, 
Police Chief Brand, Fire Chief Lopez, Planning Consultant O’Neal, City Engineer Peters 
 
The Flag Salute and Pledge of Allegiance were followed by an invocation given by 
Pastor Greg Steenburgh of the Vision Church. Roll call was taken.   
 
PUBLIC PRESENTATIONS 
 
Fowler resident Judy Fegette thanked the City for installing the new park on Fresno 
street. She stated that there is concern about safety issues if restrooms are installed in 
the future. 
 
Andy Gonzales, Fowler business owner, commented on Proposition 47. 
 
ADD ITEM TO AGENDA 
 
Mayor Cardenas announced that an item came to the attention of staff after the agenda 
was posted that requires immediate action.  The item is a resolution opposing the 
extension of President Obama’s trade policies, to be added to the agenda as Item 8D.  
 
Mayor Pro-Tem Parra made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Monis, to add the 
resolution to the agenda as Item 8D.  The motion carried by unanimous voice vote: 
Ayes: Cardenas, Parra, Hammer, & Monis. Noes: None. Abstain: None. Absent: 
Simonian.  
 
PRESENTATION OF CERTIFICATE OF RECOGNITION TO ALEX ROJAS 
 
Mayor Cardenas presented a Certificate of Recognition to Alex Rojas, who is the first 
professional boxer from the City of Fowler.  His boxing debut is taking place on May 9, 
2015 at Fresno’s Selland Arena. Mr. Rojas thanked the City of Fowler for it’s support 
and for the honor. 
 
APPROVE CLOSING STREETS FOR VISION CHURCH COMMUNITY OUTREACH 
EVENT 
 
Greg Steenburgh, Pastor of the Vision Church in Fowler, asked to close 2nd Street from 
Main to Fresno Street from noon to 4:00 p.m. on Saturday, May 9, 2015 for a 
community outreach event. The event will include a food giveaway.   



Mayor Pro-Tem Parra made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Hammer, to 
approve closing 2nd Street from Main to Fresno Streets for the event.  The motion 
carried by unanimous voice vote: Ayes: Cardenas, Parra, Hammer, & Monis. Noes: 
None. Abstain: None. Absent: Simonian.  
 
PUBLIC HEARING: CONSIDER AND APPROVE ZONING ORDINANCE TEXT 
AMENDMENT NOS. 15-01, 15-02, AND 15-03: 
 
ZONING ORDINANCE TEXT AMENDMENT NO. 15-01 
 
Planning Consultant O’Neal explained that Zoning Ordinance Text Amendment No. 15-
01 calls for allowing laundromats in the downtown area.  The Fowler Zoning Ordinance 
permits laundromats by C.U.P. in the Form Based Code Area, except in the downtown 
area bounded by 4th Street, Tuolumne Street, Golden State Boulevard, and Main 
Street.  Applicant Joginder Singh proposes to remove the restriction to allow 
construction of a laundromat in the downtown. The Planning Commission recently 
approved the text amendment with a condition that no laundromats will be allowed to 
front on Merced Street.   
 
Alternatives for the Council’s consideration are: leave the restriction in place; remove 
the restriction and allow laundromats by CUP in the downtown; or remove the restriction 
and allow laundromats by C.U.P. in the downtown with the exception that no 
laundromats may be located with a storefront on Merced Street.  City Manager Elias 
added that the City received a petition with 59 pages of citizens signatures in favor of 
having a laundromat in the City.  
 
The Mayor opened the duly noticed public hearing on the matter at 7:37 p. m.   
 
Bupinder Singh of Fresno, spoke in favor of the laundromat that his father is proposing 
in the downtown and mentioned the petition obtained with over 700 signatures. 
 
Andy Gonzales, Fowler business owner, spoke in favor of the laundromat and submitted 
an additional page of the petition.  
 
The Council discussed the matter, noting that a laundrymat is needed in the City.  
Comments were made that the location restriction in the downtown area was put in 
place after very careful discussion and consideration at the time the Zoning Ordinance 
was updated a few years ago. It was stated that prior laundromat applications proposed 
for the downtown have also been denied.  
 
Mayor Pro-Tem Parra made a motion to keep the current restrictions in place.  The 
motion was seconded by Councilmember Hammer and carried by unanimous voice 
vote:  Ayes: Cardenas, Parra, Hammer, & Monis. Noes: None. Abstain: None. Absent: 
Simonian.  
 
ZONING ORDINANCE TEXT AMENDMENT NO. 15-02: FIRST READING 
Planning Consultant O’Neal said that the City is participating jointly with other local 
agencies to update their Housing Elements. One of the recommendations, required by 
the Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD), is for communities to 



comply with Senate Bill 2, calling for supportive and transitional housing for the 
homeless.  The updated Housing Element for the City will not be certified by the HCD 
unless the provisions of Senate Bill 2 are in place.  The Planning Commission 
recommended that the Council approve Zoning Text Amendment No. 15-02, which  
provides a zone district for supportive housing facilities and emergency shelters in the 
M-1 Zone District. 
 
The Mayor opened the duly noticed public hearing on the matter at 7:57 p. m.  Fowler 
resident Judy Fegette asked about the location of the M-1 Zone District.  With no further 
comments the hearing was closed at 7:58 p. m. 
 
Councilmember Hammer made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Monis, to waive 
the first reading and approve Ordinance No. 2015-03,  “An Ordinance Before the City 
Council of the City of Fowler, County of Fresno, State of California, Approving Zoning 
Text Amendment No. 15-02 Related to Senate Bill 2 - Emergency Housing.”  The 
motion carried by unanimous voice vote:  Ayes: Cardenas, Parra, Hammer, & Monis. 
Noes: None. Abstain: None. Absent: Simonian. 
 
ZONING ORDINANCE TEXT AMENDMENT NO. 15-03: FIRST READING 
 
Planning Consultant O’Neal stated that Zoning Ordinance Text Amendment No. 15-03 
would allow the use of A-Board sidewalk advertising signs for businesses.  The signs 
would be allowed in the public right-of-way through an administrative permit process. 
The Planning Commission recommended denial of the zoning text amendment.  
 
The Mayor opened the duly noticed public hearing on the matter at 8:09 p. m.  With no 
comments from the public, the hearing was closed at 8:09 p.m. 
 
The Council discussed that A-Board signs could be allowed with a condition that there 
can be only one such sign per business address, and that such signs can only advertise 
goods or services of the adjoining business.   
 
Councilmember Hammer made a motion, seconded by Mayor Pro-Tem Parra, to waive 
the first reading and approve Ordinance No. 2015-04, “An Ordinance Before the City 
Council of the City of Fowler, County of Fresno, State of California, Approving Zoning 
Text Amendment No. 15-03 Relating to A-Board Signs,” with the addition of the two 
specified conditions.  The motion carried by  unanimous voice vote: Ayes: Cardenas, 
Parra, Hammer, & Monis. Noes: None. Abstain: None. Absent: Simonian.  
 
ADOPTION OF RESOLUTION NO. 2319 
 
City Manager Elias explained that Resolution No. 2319 opposes the extension of 
President Obama’s “fast-track” NAFTA trade negotiating policies, which have resulted in 
the loss of jobs and other negative effects to the economy.  The resolution urges 
elected officials in the Senate and Congress to oppose the “fast track” legislation that 
removes the need for a review process by Congress.   
 
Mayor Pro-Tem Parra made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Monis, to approve 
Resolution No. 2319, “A Resolution of the City Council of the City of Fowler, County of 



Fresno, State of California, Opposing Extension of Disastrous Trade Policies.  The 
motion carried by unanimous voice vote: Ayes: Cardenas, Parra, Hammer, & Monis. 
Noes: None. Abstain: None. Absent: Simonian.  
 
COMMUNICATIONS 
 
City Manager Elias reminded the Council of the annual Mayor’s Breakfast - Friday, May 
22, 2015 at the Vineyard Worship Center, and Springfest - Saturday, May 9, 2015 at 
Panzak Park.  Also, the Fresno County Board of Supervisors is seeking the Council’s 
interest in participating in a joint meeting with all 15 cities to discuss matters of mutual 
interest on Monday, June 22, 2015.   He mentioned that a notice was sent with the May 
water bills in English, Spanish, and Punjabi, to notify residents about the two-day per 
week watering restriction mandated by the Governor.   
 
STAFF REPORTS: 
 
ADOPTION OF RESOLUTION NO. 2316 
 
City Engineer Peters explained that Resolution No. 2316 sets a public hearing for 
adoption of the annual assessments for the City’s Landscape and Storm Drainage 
Facilities Maintenance District. 
 
Councilmember Monis made a motion, seconded by Mayor Pro-Tem Parra, to adopt 
Resolution No. 2316, “A Resolution of the City Council of the City of Fowler of Intention 
to Levy and Collect the Annual Assessments for Landscaping and Storm Drainage 
Facilities Maintenance District No. 1.”  The motion carried by unanimous voice vote: 
Ayes: Cardenas, Parra, Hammer, & Monis. Noes: None. Abstain: None. Absent: 
Simonian.  
 
CONSIDER AND TAKE ACTION CONCERNING GOVERNOR’S EXECUTIVE ORDER 
FOR MANDATORY WATER CONSERVATION: 
 
City Attorney Wolfe explained the three items on the agenda related to mandatory water 
conservation.  The urgency ordinance adds a section to the Fowler Municipal Code to 
address, with greater flexibility, any emergency water restrictions that may be mandated 
by the State.  It provides that during such emergencies declared by the State or City 
that such restrictions can be set by resolution.  The urgency ordinance will go into effect 
immediately, not requiring a second reading or a waiting period.  A regular and 
permanent ordinance with the same provisions is also before the Council for a first 
reading, along with a resolution that sets forth the new two-day watering restrictions and 
related penalties. 
 
ADOPTION OF URGENCY ORDINANCE NO. 2015-05  
 
Councilmember Hammer made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Monis, to adopt 
Urgency Ordinance No. 2015-05, “An Urgency Ordinance of the City Council of the City 
of Fowler Adding Section 6-4.1109 to Article 11 of Chapter 4 of Title 6 of the Fowler 
Municipal Code Relating to Drought and Water Shortages.” The motion carried by 
unanimous voice vote: Ayes: Cardenas, Parra, Hammer, & Monis. Noes: None. Abstain: 



None. Absent: Simonian.  
 
FIRST READING OF ORDINANCE NO. 2015-06 
 
Mayor Pro-Tem Parra made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Monis, to waive the 
first reading and approve Ordinance No. 2015-06, “An Ordinance of the City Council of 
the City of Fowler Adding Section 6-4.1109 to Article 11 of Chapter 4 of Title 6 of the 
Fowler Municipal Code Relating to Drought and Water Shortages.” The motion carried 
by unanimous voice vote: Ayes: Cardenas, Parra, Hammer, & Monis. Noes: None. 
Abstain: None. Absent: Simonian.  
 
ADOPTION OF RESOLUTION NO. 2317 
 
The Council discussed the resolution that restricts watering to two days per week and 
sets forth penalties for violations: $25 for the first and $50 for the second and 
subsequent violations.  It was suggested that the resolution be changed to state that for 
any subsequent violations after two violations, penalties will be added to the customer’s 
water bill account. The consensus was that the effective date for the watering 
restrictions be May 6, 2015.  
 
Councilmember Monis made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Hammer, to adopt 
Resolution No. 2317,  “A Resolution of the City Council of the City of Fowler Adopting 
Additional Mandatory Water Use Restrictions and Penalties for Violations of Those 
Additional Restrictions,” with the change of adding penalties for the third and 
subsequent violations to the water bill.  The motion carried by unanimous voice vote: 
Ayes: Cardenas, Parra, Hammer, & Monis. Noes: None. Abstain: None. Absent: 
Simonian.  
 
CITY MANAGER’S REPORT 
 
City Manager Elias said that plans for converting the Fowler Co-op building into medical 
offices have been received. 

 
PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR’S REPORT  
 
￢ Award of Bid - Reclamite Project  
 
City Engineer Peters said that at a recent bid opening for Reclamite street 
improvements, only one bid was received from Talley Oil, Inc.  The amount of the bid is 
less than the Engineer’s Estimate and staff recommends awarding the bid, which 
includes the base bid schedule and additive alternate. 
 
Mayor Pro-Tem Parra made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Monis, to award 
the Reclamite Project to Talley Oil, Inc. in the amount of $163,544.00.  The motion 
carried by  unanimous voice vote: Ayes: Cardenas, Parra, Hammer, & Monis. Noes: 
None. Abstain: None. Absent: Simonian.  
 
￢ Award of Bid - 7th Street Parking Lot Improvements 
 



Mayor Cardenas left the Council Chamber and did not participate due to owning 
property near the subject property of the parking lot improvements.  
 
City Engineer Peters said that the City received several bids for the 7th Street Parking 
Lot Improvements, with the low bidder being B & B Construction services.  There are 
two options - one with the use of asphalt in the amount of $63,299.00, and the other 
with the use of concrete, in the amount of $75,390.70. Staff recommends Option 2, as 
the concrete will have more longevity and less maintenance than asphalt. 
 
After discussing the two options, Councilmember Hammer made a motion, seconded by 
Councilmember Monis, to award the 7th Street Parking Lot Improvements to B & B 
Construction Services, Option #2 base bid plus additive alternate and deductive 
alternate in the amount of $75,390.70 (improvements will consist of concrete).   The 
motion carried by unanimous voice vote: Ayes: Parra, Hammer, & Monis. Noes: None. 
Abstain: None. Absent: Simonian. Recused: Cardenas. 
 
FINANCE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
 
No report was given. 
 
POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT 
 
Police Chief Brand mentioned an upcoming Peace Officer Memorial Ceremony in 
Fresno.  He is working on a video policing project.  
 
FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT 
 
Chief Lopez reported on recent training events for the firefighters. 
 
CITY ATTORNEY'S REPORT 
 
City Attorney Wolfe reported that a phone app has been developed for ordering Medical 
Marijuana for delivery. 
 
CONSENT CALENDAR 
 
The Consent Calendar consisted of: A) Ratification of Warrants - May 5, 2015; B) 
Approve Minutes of the Fowler City Council Meeting - April 21, 2015; and C) Adoption of 
Resolution No. 2318, “A Resolution of the City Council of the City of Fowler Authorizing 
Officials to Execute Agreements with Caltrans.”  Councilmember Monis made a motion, 
seconded by Mayor Pro-Tem Parra, to approve the Consent Calendar. The motion 
carried by unanimous voice vote: Ayes: Cardenas, Parra, Hammer, & Monis. Noes: 
None. Abstain: None. Absent: & Simonian.  
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Mayor Pro-Tem Parra reported on the recent Legislative Days in Sacramento. 
 
Councilmember Hammer reported on a recent San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control 



District meeting where they elected two members to serve on the board. 
 
CLOSED SESSION 
 
The meeting was adjourned to a closed session at 9:14 p. m. to discuss: Pursuant to 
Government Code Section 54957 - Public Employee Performance Evaluation - Title: 
City Manager. The meeting reconvened to open session at 9:26 p. m. with no reportable 
action taken. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Having no further business, Councilmember Hammer made a motion, seconded by 
Councilmember Monis, to adjourn.  The motion carried and the meeting adjourned at 
9:26 p. m. 
 
 


