
MINUTES OF THE FOWLER CITY COUNCIL MEETING  
JUNE 2, 2015 

 
Mayor Cardenas called the meeting to order at 7:00 p. m.   
 
Councilmembers Present: Cardenas Parra, Hammer, Monis & Simonian 
 
City Staff Present: City Manager Elias, City Clerk Davis, Finance Director Wong, City 
Attorney Wolfe, Police Chief Brand, Public Works Director Weisser, Fire Chief Lopez, 
City Engineer Peters 
 
The Flag Salute and Pledge of Allegiance were followed by an invocation given by 
Mayor Cardenas. Roll call was taken.  There were no public presentations.   
 
COMMUNICATIONS 
 
City Manager Elias mentioned an upcoming SSJV Division of the League of the 
California Cities general meeting on June 18, 2015 in Delano.  Also, the Fresno County 
EOC will be providing free lunches for children beginning June 10th at the Senior 
Center.  
 
STAFF REPORTS: 
 
￢ Discussion Regarding Water Rate Study and Proposed Rate Increases; 

Consider and Approve Proposition 218 Notice 
 
City Engineer Peters explained the Water Rate Study Engineering Report, completed in 
preparation of an increase to the City’s water rates. Factors prompting an increase 
include: the City entering into an agreement with Consolidated Irrigation District to fund 
groundwater recharge programs, and the need for funding for future water system 
capital improvements. The Study showed costs for both the recharge projects and water 
system improvements, along with a proposed water rate increase structure to phased-in 
over an eight-year period.  Mr. Peters said that the rate increase for the first year would 
be an additional $1.34 per month for an average residential water user, reaching to 
$10.71 per month in the eighth year. He calculated an average residential user as using 
14,000 gallons per month. 
 
City Attorney Wolfe stated that the water rate increase is subject to the Proposition 218 
process, requiring that public notice be given at least 45 days before a public hearing is 
held to consider all written objections and protests.  If no majority protest is received, 
the Council may approve the water rate increase after the hearing. He referred to a draft 
Proposition 218 public notice of the rate increase that will include dates for the public 
hearing and the date the rate increase will commence. The notice will be published and 
mailed to both owners and tenants of parcels within the City. 
 



The Council discussed the Water Rate Study and the average monthly costs of an 
increase to a residential water user over the eight-year period.  It was suggested that 
the public notice be modified to clarify how an increase to the rate structure would affect 
a water user’s monthly bill.  The consensus was to hold the public hearing at the second 
meeting in August, with the rate increase commencing on September 1, 2015. 
 
Mayor Pro-Tem Parra made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Simonian, to 
approve the Proposition 218 Notice concerning the proposed rate increase, with 
modifications as needed to provide clarifying information on the impacts to water users. 
The motion carried by unanimous voice vote: Ayes: Cardenas, Parra, Hammer, Monis, 
& Simonian. Noes: None. Abstain/absent: None.   
 
CITY MANAGER’S REPORT 
 
￢ Consider and Approve Agreement with Second Chance Animal Shelter 

(SCAS)  
 
City Manager Elias said that the City has been working on an agreement with SCAS in 
Selma to provide animal control services. The proposed shelter agreement calls for the 
City to pay SCAS one thousand dollars ($1,000.00) per month for accepting and 
handling abandoned dogs brought to their shelter.  In the future, an agreement to 
provide full animal control services, including having SCAS capture and remove dogs 
from the City, will be considered.  
 
Councilmember Simonian made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Monis, to 
approve the agreement with Second Chance Animal Shelter for animal control (shelter) 
services. The motion carried by unanimous voice vote: Ayes: Cardenas, Parra, 
Hammer, Monis, & Simonian. Noes: None. Abstain/absent: None.   
 
City Manager Elias announced that the Fowler Branch of the Bank of America intends to 
close its doors in four months. He is communicating with bank officials on the closure, 
and will be contacting other banking institutions that may be interested in locating to 
Fowler.  He also reported that the City of Selma is withdrawing from the Five Cities 
Economic Development Authority.  
 
PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR’S REPORT  
 
Public Works Director Weisser reported on current activities: tree trimming, basin 
maintenance, and completion of the annual Consumer Confidence Water Quality 
Report. 
 
FINANCE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
 
Finance Director Wong circulated a quarterly sales tax report.  
 
POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT 
 
No report was given. 
 



FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT 
 
Chief Lopez gave a report of calls for the month of April 2015, noting that there were 13 
motor vehicle accidents during the month.  
 
CITY ATTORNEY'S REPORT 
 
No report was given. 
 
CONSENT CALENDAR 
 
The Consent Calendar consisted of: A) Ratification of Warrants - June 2, 2015; 
B)Approve Minutes of the Fowler City Council Meeting - May 19, 2015; C) Approve 
Second Amended City Manager Supplemental Agreement (June 2015); D) Approve 
Agreement for Professional Legal Services - Lozano Smith; and E) Adoption of 
Resolution No. 2321, “A Resolution of the City Council of the City of Fowler, County of 
Fresno, State of California, in Support of the Fresno County Board of Supervisors 
Proclamation of Continuation of a Local Emergency.” Mayor Pro-Tem Parra made a 
motion, seconded by Councilmember Hammer, to approve the Consent Calendar. The 
motion carried by unanimous voice vote: Ayes: Cardenas, Parra, Hammer, Monis & 
Simonian. Noes: None. Abstain/Absent: None.   
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Mayor Pro-Tem Parra commented on the success of the recent SSJV Division of the 
League of California Cities - Citpac Golf Tournament fund raiser.  
 
CLOSED SESSION 
 
The meeting was adjourned to a closed session at 8:08 p. m. to discuss, pursuant to 
Government Code Section 54956.8 - Conference with Real Property Negotiators: 
Property: A.P.N. No. 343-171-09, 130 S. 6th Street. Agency Negotiators: David Elias. 
Negotiating party: Fowler Grange No. 481, Inc.  Under Negotiation: Price, terms. 
 
The meeting reconvened to open session at 8:15 p. m. with the following action taken: 
Councilmember Hammer made a motion, seconded by Mayor Pro-Tem Parra, to 
approve the purchase of the Fowler Grange Property, at 130 S. 6th Street, in the 
amount of $141,000.00.  The motion carried by unanimous voice vote:  Ayes: Cardenas, 
Parra, Hammer, Monis, & Simonian. Noes: None. Abstain/absent: None.   
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Having no further business, Councilmember Hammer made a motion, seconded by 
Councilmember Monis, to adjourn.  The motion carried and the meeting adjourned at 
8:16 p. m. 


