
MINUTES OF THE FOWLER CITY COUNCIL MEETING  
OCTOBER 6, 2015 

 
 
Mayor Cardenas called the meeting to order at 7:01 p. m.   
 
Councilmembers Present: Cardenas, Hammer, Monis, & Simonian 
Councilmembers Absent: Parra 
 
City Staff Present: City Manager Elias, City Clerk Davis, Finance Director Wong, City 
Attorney Wolfe, Police Chief Brand, Public Works Director Weisser, Fire Chief Lopez, 
Planning Consultant O’Neal  
 
The Flag Salute and Pledge of Allegiance were followed by an invocation given by 
Pastor Bryan Mays. Roll call was taken.  
 
PUBLIC PRESENTATIONS   
 
Fowler resident Melissa Squeo thanked the Council for having the City’s Christmas Tree 
refurbished, as she had asked for at a past meeting.  
 
APPROVE REQUEST TO CLOSE CITY STREETS - GURDWARA GUR NANAK 
PARKASH PARADE 
 
Representatives for the Gurdwara Gur Nanak Parkash annual parade explained traffic 
control plans and other arrangements. Councilmember Simonian made a motion to 
approve the request to close City streets for the Gurdwara Gur Nanak Parkash parade 
on Sunday, October 25, 2015.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Hammer 
and carried by unanimous voice vote: Ayes: Cardenas, Hammer, Monis & Simonian. 
Noes: None. Abstain: None. Absent: Parra.  
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS: 
 
A) APPROVE SUBMITTAL OF THE 2016-17 COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
BLOCK GRANT (CDBG) APPLICATION  
 
Will Washburn, of Peters Engineering, stated that the purpose of the public hearing was 
to receive comments and request the Council’s approval to authorize submittal of the 
2016-17 CDBG application on behalf of the City.  If awarded, the funds will be used to 
install ADA compliant curb ramps at two street intersections and ADA compliant 
automated door openers at five public doors at City Hall.  
 
Mayor Cardenas opened the duly noticed public hearing on the matter at 7:19 p. m.  
There were no comments and the hearing was closed at 7:19 p. m. 
 



Councilmember Hammer made a motion to authorize the City Engineer to sign and 
submit the 2016-17 CDBG application on behalf of the City of Fowler. The motion was 
seconded by Councilmember Monis and carried by unanimous voice vote: Ayes: 
Cardenas, Hammer, Monis & Simonian. Noes: None. Abstain: None. Absent: Parra.  
 
B) ADOPTION OF RESOLUTION NO. 2334: COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
BLOCK GRANT (CDBG) REVISED PROGRAM INCOME REUSE AGREEMENT 
 
Finance Director Wong explained that the Department of  Housing and Community 
Development is requiring the City to revise its CDBG Program Income Reuse 
Agreement to reflect current regulations.  The Program Income funds are used as 
revolving loans to businesses in the City for expansion projects.  
 
Mayor Cardenas opened the duly noticed public hearing on the matter at 7:22 p. m.  
There were no comments and the hearing was closed at 7:22 p. m. 
 
Councilmember Hammer made a motion to approve Resolution No. 2334, “The City 
Council of the City of Fowler Hereby Adopts this Resolution Authorizing the Community 
Development Block Grant (CDBG) Revised Program Income Reuse Agreement.” The 
motion was seconded by Councilmember Monis and carried by unanimous voice vote: 
Ayes: Cardenas, Hammer, Monis & Simonian. Noes: None. Abstain: None. Absent: 
Parra.   
 
COMMUNICATIONS 
 
City Manager Elias reminded the Council of an invitation to the opening day ceremonies 
at the Big Fresno Fair, and the upcoming Fowler Fall Festival on October 10, 2015. 
 
STAFF REPORTS: 
 
SECOND READING OF ORDINANCE NO. 2015-07 
 
Planning Consultant O’Neal stated that Ordinance No. 2015-07 provides for the 
rezoning of property located at 522 S. 6th Street from RM-2 to RM-3. The rezone will 
allow applicant Jaime Chavero to build a six unit housing development rather than being 
limited to five units under the current zoning. 
 
Councilmember Simonian made a motion to waive the second reading and approve 
Ordinance No. 2015-07, “An Ordinance Before the City Council of the City of Fowler, 
County of Fresno, State of California, Approving Zoning Ordinance Amendment No. 15-
01 (Chavero).” The motion was seconded by Councilmember Monis and carried by 
unanimous voice vote: Ayes: Cardenas, Hammer, Monis & Simonian. Noes: None. 
Abstain: None. Absent: Parra.   
 
FIRST READING OF UNCODIFIED ORDINANCE NO. 2015-08: MEMORIALIZING 
THE CITY’S WATER RATE SCHEDULE 
 
City Attorney Wolfe said that the Council recently adopted a resolution that set forth a 
new water rate schedule, effective on September 1, 2015.  An old Health and Safety 



Code citation was found that calls for water and sewer rate increases to be adopted by 
ordinance, though it predates current Proposition 218 rate increase procedures.  In view 
of this, he recommended memorializing the new water rate schedule in an uncodified 
ordinance.  
 
Councilmember Hammer made a motion to waive the first reading and approve 
Uncodified Ordinance No. 2015-08, “An Ordinance of the City Council of the City of 
Fowler Memorializing the City’s Water Rate Schedule.”  The motion was seconded by 
Councilmember Monis and carried by unanimous voice vote: Ayes: Cardenas, Hammer, 
Monis & Simonian. Noes: None. Abstain: None. Absent: Parra.   
 
CITY MANAGER’S REPORT 
 
￢ Discussion on Implementation of Adult Sports Leagues 
 
City Manager Elias said that at a recent Recreation Commission meeting a request was 
made for the Council to discuss the possibility of implementing adult sports activity 
leagues, using Fowler Unified School District facilities. A discussion ensued, and the 
consensus of the Council was for the City Manager to first discuss the matter with the 
school district to determine interest and parameters for allowing adult sports leagues to 
use their facilities.   
 
PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR’S REPORT  
 
Public Works Director Weisser said that with a street project still under construction, 
special barriers and other precautions are being taken in preparation for the Fowler Fall 
Festival.  He also circulated a water consumption report, showing that usage is in 
compliance with State regulations. 
 
FINANCE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
 
Finance Director Wong gave a financial summary for July through September 2015.  
General Fund revenues totaled 14 percent, and expenditures were at 21 percent.  He 
noted that property tax revenue will be received in January, which will bring revenues 
more in line with expenditures. Sales tax has decreased by 5 percent from the prior 
year, and Utility Users Tax revenue increased 8.7 percent.  
 
Mayor Cardenas asked to go back to public presentations, as a member of the 
audience wished to speak. Fowler resident Rajminder Brar invited the Council to a 
memorial fair with musical performances, in honor of the inventor of the Tumbi musical 
instrument.  The event will be held on October 18, 2015 in Panzak Park. 
 
POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT 
 
Chief Brand reported that public safety grant funding will be used to provide several 
local cities, including Fowler, with mental health clinician services. The clinician will 
assist the Police Department with calls and circumstances where mental health 
resources are needed.  



FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT 
 
Chief Lopez reported on emergency calls for the month of August.  Members of the Fire 
Department will be on stand-by at events planned in October, including the Fowler Fall 
Festival and the Lions Club Band Review. 
 
CITY ATTORNEY'S REPORT 
 
City Attorney Wolfe attended the recent League of California Cities Annual Conference, 
and spoke about a session on developments concerning Medical Marijuana.   
 
CONSENT CALENDAR 
 
The Consent Calendar consisted of: A) Ratification of Warrants - October 6, 2015; B) 
Approve Minutes of the City Council Meeting - September 1, 2015;  C) Adoption of 
Resolution No. 2335, “A Resolution of the City Council of the City of Fowler Authorizing 
Check Signers with Wells Fargo Bank”; and D) Adoption of Resolution No. 2336 “A 
Resolution of the City Council of the City of Fowler Accepting a Sewer Easement Within 
A.P.N. 343-052-33S.” Councilmember Hammer made a motion, seconded by 
Councilmember Monis, to approve the Consent Calendar. The motion carried by 
unanimous voice vote: Ayes: Cardenas, Hammer, Monis & Simonian. Noes: None. 
Abstain: None. Absent: Parra.   
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Mayor Cardenas and Councilmember Hammer reported on their attendance at the 
League of California Cities Annual Conference. 
 
Councilmember Simonian reported on the progress made by the Lions Club on Fowler’s 
agricultural booth at the Big Fresno Fair. 
 
Councilmember Monis reported on the recent Tour de Fresno bicycle event that 
stopped at Panzak Park for refreshments. 
 
CLOSED SESSION 
 
The meeting was adjourned to a closed session at 8:50 p.m. to discuss, pursuant to 
Government Code Section 54956.8 - Conference with Real Property Negotiators: 
Property: 128 N. 6th Street, Fowler, CA, 93625. Agency Negotiators: David Elias. 
Negotiating party: JLL Co. Under Negotiation: Price, terms.  The meeting reconvened to 
open session at 9:08 p. m. with no reportable action taken. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Having no further business, Councilmember Simonian made a motion, seconded by  
Councilmember Monis, to adjourn.  The motion carried and the meeting adjourned at 
9:09 p. m. 


