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Este informe contiene informacién muy importante sobre su agua potable. Tradtizcalo o hable con alguien que lo entienda bien.
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Quality First

Once again we are pleased to present our annual water quality report. As in years past,
we are committed to dehvermg the best-quality drinking water possible. To

that end, we remain vigilant in meeting the challenges of new regulations, source
water protection, water conservation, and community outreach and education, while
continuing to serve the needs of all of our water users. Thank you for allowing us the

opportunity to serve you and your family.

We encourage you to share your thoughts with us on the information contained in
this report. After all, well-informed customers are our best allies.

Where Does My Water
Come From?

he City of Fowler customers are

fortunate because our underground
water supply needs not to be treated for
drinking. We have six well sites within the
city that we get water from. Our ground
water static level is on average 85 to 95 feet,
which is very fortunate. The city water is
tested every month to ensure water quality.

Important Health Information

S ome people may be more vulnerable to contaminants
in drinking water than the general population.
Immunocompromised persons such as persons with
cancer undergoing chemotherapy, persons who have
undergone organ transplants, people with HIV/AIDS
or other immune system disorders, some elderly, and
infants may be particularly at risk from infections. These
people should seek advice about drinking water from
their health care providers. The U.S. EPA/
CDC (Centers for Disease Control and

Prevention) guidelines on appropriate

means to lessen the risk of infection !
by Cryptosporidium and other microbial &'
contaminants are available from ;
the Safe Drinking Water Hotline
at (800) 426-4791 or hup://

water.epa.gov/drink/hotline

Lead in Home Plumbing

To The Last Drop

he National Oceanic and Atmospheric

L. Administration (NOAA) defines drought as a
deficiency in precipitation over an extended petiod
of time, usually a season or more, resulting in a water
shortage, causing adverse impacts on vegetation,
animals, and/or people. Drought strikes in virtually all
climate zones, from very wet to very dry.

There are primarily three types of drought:
Meteorological Drought, which refers to the lack
of precipitation, or the degree of dryness and the
duration of the dry period; Agricultural Drought,
which refers to the agricultural impact of drought,
focusing on precipitation shortages, soil water deficits,
and reduced ground water or reservoir levels needed
for irrigation; and Hydrological Drought, which
pertains to drought that usually occurs following
periods of extended precipitation shortfalls that can
impact water supply (i.e., stream flow, reservoir and
lake levels, ground water).

Drought is a temporary aberration from normal
climatic conditions, thus it can vary significantly from
one region to another. Although
normally  occurring, human
factors, such as water demand, can =,
exacerbate the duration and impact
that drought has on a region. By
following simple water conservation
measures, you can help significantly
reduce the lasting effects of extended
drought.

f present, elevated levels of lead can cause setious health problems, especially for pregnant women and young children.

Lead in drinking water is primarily from materials and components associated with service lines and home plumbing,

| We are responsible for providing high-quality drinking water, but cannot control the variety of materials used in plumbing

| components. When your water has been sitting for several hours, you can minimize the potential for

' lead exposure by flushing your tap for 30 seconds to 2 minutes before using water for drinking or

cookmg (If you do so, you may wish to collect the flushed water and reuse it for another beneficial

purpose, such as watering plants.) If you are concerned about lead in your water, you may wish to have

- your water tested. Information on lead in drinking water, testing methods, and steps you can take to
minimize exposure is available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline or at www.epa.gov/lead,




Substances That Could Be in Water
' I he sources of drinking water (both tap water and bottled

water) include rivers, lakes, streams, ponds, reservoirs,
springs, and wells. As water travels over the surface of the
land or through the ground, it dissolves naturally occurring
minerals and, in some cases, radioactive material, and can
pick up substances resulting from the presence of animals
or from human activity.

In order to ensure that tap water is safe to drink, the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency (U.S. EPA) and the State
Water Resources Control Board (State Board) prescribe
regulations that limit the amount of certain contaminants
in water provided by public water systems. The U.S. Food
and Drug Administration regulations and California law
also establish limits for contaminants in bottled water that
provide the same protection for public health. Drinking
water, including bottled water, may reasonably be expected
to contain at least small amounts of some contaminants.
The presence of contaminants does not necessarily indicate
that water poses a health risk.

Contaminants that may be present in source water include:

Microbial Contaminants, such
as viruses and bacteria, that may
come from sewage treatment plants,
septic systems, agricultural livestock
operations, and wildlife;

Inorganic Contaminants, such as

salts and metals, that can be naturally

occurring or can result from urban storm-water runoff,
industrial or domestic wastewater discharges, oil and gas
production, mining, or farming;

Pesticides and Herbicides, that may come from a variety of
sources such as agriculture, urban storm-water runoff, and
residential uses;

Organic - Chemical Contaminants, including synthetic
and volatile organic chemicals, which are by-products of
industrial processes and petroleum production, and which

* can also come from gas stations, urban storm-water runoff;
agricultural applications, and septic systems;

Radioactive Contaminants, that can be naturally occurring
or can be the result of oil and gas production and mining
activities.

More information about contaminants and potential health

effects can be obtained by calling the U.S. EPAs Safe
Drinking Water Hotline at (800) 426-4791.

Water treatment is a complex,’
time-consumihg process,

Protecting Your Water

Bacteria are a natural and
}important part of our world. Pra /
There are around 40 trillion /§Fe
bacteria living in each of us;
without them, we would not be
able to live healthy lives. Coliform
bacteria are common in the environment
and are generally not harmful themselves.
The presence of this bacterial form in
drinking water is a concern, however,
because it indicates that the water may be
contaminated with other organisms that can
cause disease.

In 2016, the U.S. EPA passed a new regulation
called the Revised Total Coliform Rule, which requires
additional steps that water systems must take in order to
ensure the integrity of the drinking water distribution
system by monitoring for the presence of bacteria
like total coliform and E. coli. The rule requires more
stringent standards than the previous regulation, and
it requires water systems that may
be vulnerable to contamination
to have in place procedures that
will minimize the incidence of
contamination. Water systems that
exceed a specified frequency of total
coliform occurrences are required
to conduct an assessment of their
system and correct any problems quickly. The U.S. EPA
anticipates greater public health protection under the
new regulation due to its more preventive approach to

identifying and fixing problems that may affect public
health. : '

Though we have been fortunate to have the highest-
quality drinking water, our goal is to eliminate
all potential pathways of contamination into our
distribution system, and this new rule helps us to
accomplish that goal.

For more information about this repott, or fot any
questions relating to your drinking water, pl&ase call
Manuel Lopez, Public Works Superintendent, ac
(559) 834-3113.



Water Conservation Tips

\/ou can play a role in conserving water and saving yourself money in the process by becoming conscious of the amount of

water your household is using and by looking for ways to use less whenever you can. It is not hard to conserve water. Here
are a few tips:

* Automatic dishwashers use 15 gallons for every cycle, regardless of how many dishes are loaded. So, get a run for your money
and load it to capacity.

* Turn off the tap when brushing your teeth.

* Check every faucet in your home for leaks. Just a slow drip can waste 15 to 20 gallons a day. Fix it and you can save almost
6,000 gallons per year.

* Check your toilets for leaks by putting a few drops of food coloring in the tank. Watch for a few minutes to see if the color

shows up in the bowl. It is not uncommon to lose up to 100 gallons a day from an invisible toilet leak. Fix it and you can
save more than 30,000 gallons a year. '

* Use your water meter to detect hidden leaks. Simply turn off all taps and water using appliances. Then check the meter after
15 minutes. If it moved, you have a leak.

BY THE NUMBERS

The number of gallons of water 3 4
produced daily by public water systems in the

U.S. BILLION

1 The number of miles of drinking water
distribution mains in the U.S.
MILLION

The amount of money spent annually on ’! 35

maintaining the public water infrastructure in the
U.s. BILLION

3 O The number of. Americans who receive water
from a public water system.
MILLION

P
The age in years of the world’s oldest water found in Z
a mine at a depth of nearly two miles. BILLION
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