CITY OF FOWLER GENERAL PLAN UPDATE
GROWTH AREAS & PLANNING PRIORITIES COMMUNITY
WORKSHOP SUMMARY
February 3, 2020

On November 14th, 2020, the consultant team for the City of Fowler General Plan Update conducted a
public workshop. The workshop was held at Edwin Blayney Senior Center, located at 108 N. 3rd Street
between the hours of 10:00 A.M. and 12:00 P.M. In consideration of state and local guidelines related to
the COVID-19 pandemic, masks were required, and the event was designed with an outdoor, open house
format. To generate interest and attendance at the workshop, announcement flyers were emailed to a
previously-established participants list as well as posted at local businesses and on local social media
accounts. Notices were also mailed to those who own property in areas identified for potential changes in
land use.
The primary workshop activity consisted of interactive posters where community members responded to
a specific prompt. The interactive posters were designed to gain an understanding of which community
planning priorities are most important to them in preparation of the Fowler General Plan Update.
The purpose of this memo is to provide a summary of these outreach efforts, including voting exercise
results for the following:
•
•
•
•

The draft Vision Statement and Supporting Principles.
Preferred planning priorities.
Preferred potential growth areas.
Preferred outreach methods.

SUMMARY OF POSTER ACTIVITIES
The poster activities were structured around five interactive stations. Each station was designed to solicit
feedback or gather information on various topics relevant to the Fowler General Plan Update. The five
stations consisted of the following:
• Check-In Station
• Station 1: Community Snapshot
• Station 2: Community Vision
• Station 3: Planning Priorities
• Station 4: Land Use Planning
37 community members attended the workshop in person. All attendees participated in the poster
activities. Two additional community members took part in the voting process remotely, via a Teams
meeting conducted by the consultant team on December 1, 2020. While the voting results included in the
following sections include responses from all participants, total number of responses vary due to each
station being optional. In some cases, not all participants voted at each station while some voted more than
once at others.
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CHECK-IN STATION
The Check-In Station was designed to allow participants to sign in, tell the consultant team whether they
live or own property in the City of Fowler, as well as pick up and drop off the community survey and
comment cards. During the check-in process participants were also given instructional handouts explaining
how to participate and cast their votes at the other stations.
The community survey and comment cards distributed were designed to solicit feedback on preferred
outreach methods, allowed the opportunity for written comments, and provided a space for participants
to express interest in volunteering for local committees.
To collect information on whether the participants lived or owned property within the Planning Area, the
participants were asked to identify their home or property on a map. If they did not live within the area
shown on the map, they were asked to place their sticker at the bottom of the map poster. The results of
this activity show that most participants live or own property in within the City limits. The results were also
tabulated based on how many residents live east or west of the State Route 99. Tables 1 and 2 provide
additional details of the results of this mapping activity.
Table 1: Where do you Live Voting Results (Growth Areas)

Table 2: Where do you Live Voting Results (Highway 99)
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Figure 1: Where do you Live? – Poster Activity

STATION 1: COMMUNITY SNAPSHOT
Station 1 provided an overview of previous outreach
events and research relevant to the General Plan
Update, including stakeholder interviews, the Fowler
Community Report, and surveys conducted for
California Walks (CalWalks) and local parks. A
timeline for the General Plan Update process,
including important dates and key milestones was
also included. Several of these key milestones
included when the General Plan Update was initiated,
delivery dates of key documents, and estimated
dates for future public review and adoption of the
General Plan. Participants were also able to see
pertinent data, such as the existing number of
residential housing units, expected annual growth,
existing land uses, and existing pedestrian facilities
and bike paths. They were also provided a summary
of public comments received during earlier outreach
efforts.

Figure 2: Community Snapshot – Poster Activity
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STATION 2: COMMUNITY VISION. WHERE DO WE GO FROM
HERE?
Station 2 presented and requested feedback on the draft Vision Statement and five Supporting Principles.
Participants were given three stickers with which to cast their vote for the principle(s) of the highest priority
to them. Participants were able to cast all three votes for the same principle or vote for different priorities.
Most participants selected a thriving economy as the highest priority and protecting the community’s
character as a close second priority. All voting results can be seen in Table 3 below.
Table 3: Community Vision Voting Results

Figure 3: Community Vision – Poster Activity
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STATION 3: PLANNING PRIORITIES. HOW DO WE GET THERE?
In this exercise, the participants were given the opportunity to carefully consider what they thought should
be a priority when making land use decisions as part of the General Plan Update. Following the same
direction as in the previous station, residents were given three stickers to choose what they considered to
be the most important planning priority. Results show that most participants selected “More Healthy Food
Options” with 38 votes and “Amenities West of Hwy 99”, with 31 votes. Voting results can be seen in Table
4 below.
Table 4: Station 3 Voting Results

Figure 4: Planning Priorities – Poster Activity
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STATION 4: LAND USE PLANNING
During this activity, residents reviewed four different posters. The first poster displayed the adopted
General Plan Land Use Map along with acreage breakdowns for residential, park, commercial, and industrial
uses. The other three posters at Station 4 each displayed a different potential growth area. Each area was
presented with a proposed land use map and a breakdown of potential uses, like parks, housing,
commercial, and industrial development. Participants were given the opportunity to vote for one preferred
growth area. If they preferred no growth, they were instructed to cast their vote on the adopted General
Plan Land Use Map poster. The majority of the participants selected Potential Growth Area: Option 1 as the
preferred scenario, with 24 votes. The second most popular selection was Growth Area 2, with 17 votes. It
should be noted that the total number of responses exceeds the number of participants, which indicates
that some participants voted more than once. Voting results can be seen in the table and figures below.
Table 5: Station 4 Voting Results

Figure 5: Land Use Planning – Poster Activity
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SUMMARY OF COMMUNITY SURVEY
The community survey contained seven questions related to public outreach methods, activities, and
platforms. The intent of the survey was to help the consultant team and the City understand the best way
to communicate with residents and provide engaging outreach events in the future. Out of 37 in-person
participants, 17 community members provided responses. Those unable to complete a survey during the
event were given a copy and encouraged to submit it at City Hall as their schedule allows.
While these surveys contain valuable information, the sample size collected was not large enough to form
a comprehensive snapshot of community preferences. Unused surveys were given to the City to be passed
out at its discretion with the intent of gathering additional responses. There is also an opportunity for the
survey to be digitized and distributed through an online platform as well as in hard copy format at future
City events. Both English and Spanish surveys were available.
The following summary of comments reflects the feedback received.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Most participants were informed of the workshop via mailed notices or via Facebook groups.
The preferred method to inform residents of public outreach is via mailed notices and email.
The biggest hurdle to attending community meetings is due to an inconvenient time or location.
The community is most likely to attend city council/planning commission meetings or participate
at booths established at community events.
Respondents have readily available access to internet service, cellphones, computers, or a tablet
with internet as well as email.
The preferred method of giving feedback is via online surveys.
Zoom and Facebook are the preferred online meeting platforms.

Full survey results can be seen in the tables below.
Survey Results Question 1: Most Successful Notification Method
12
10
8
6

4
2
0
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Survey Results Question 2: Preferred Notification Method
14
12
10
8
6
4
2
0

Survey Results Question 3: Biggest Hurdle to Community Meeting Attendance
8
6
4
2
0
Childcare

Inconvenient
Lack of
time/location transportation to
the event

Language
barriers

Other

Survey Results Question 4: Events Residents are Most Likely to Attend
15
10
5
0

City Council/Planninig
Commision

Open house
workshops

Virtual/online

Booth at community
events (e.g.
fairs/festivals)

Survey Results Question 5: Accessible Forms of Communication
20
15
10
5
0
Internet Service

Cell phone,
computer, or tablet
w/internet
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Survey Results Question 6: Preferred Feedback Method
10
8
6
4
2
0
Online surveys

In person
meetings

Virtual meetings Mail-in or dropoff surveys

Other

Survey Results Question 7: Accessibility of Online Meeting Platforms
15

10
5
0

Zoom

Facebook

Google
Hangouts

TEAMS

None

Other

Figure 6: Community Survey & Comment Card Activity
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